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O B J E C T I V E S  F O R  T H I S  W O R K S H O P
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ÅExplain the expectations for working with adult learners.

Å+~|®ª^«® ^i¯z® zk^ª|s|q µs®r grsziªk|í« zk^ª|s|qÎ

ÅIdentify common challenges for adult learners and opportunities to mitigate.

ÅDevelop a plan for meeting new learners.

ÅDescribe the process for obtaining a GED ®.

Å7{§zk{k|® ^ êg~¯ª«k ~p «®¯i·ë p~ª ·~¯ª zk^ª|kªÎ



W H A T  T H E  W O R K S H O P  I S  N O T
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This workshop is not a system for matching tutors and learners.

If you choose to tutor, you will contact the organization of your choice based on your location 

and availability. They will match you with learners. Check your email from PLC for tutoring 

opportunities.

Multnomah County Library mcl.adult.literacy@multcolib.org  503.577.9984

Portland Community College:

ÅSylvania Campus, PCC Coordinator: Mark Palmer, 971 -722-4903, mark.palmer2@pcc.edu

ÅRock Creek Campus, PCC Coordinator: Edit McDonald, 971 -722-2578, emcdonal@pcc.edu

ÅSoutheast Campus, PCC Coordinator: Lucy Marincel , lucia.marincel@pcc.edu

ÅCascade Campus, PCC Coordinator: Lisa Palm, lisa.palm@pcc.edu

mailto:mcl.adult.literacy@multcolib.org
https://www.pcc.edu/resources/web/forms/email/?to=mark.palmer2@pcc.edu
mailto:emcdonal@pcc.edu
mailto:lucia.marincel@pcc.edu
https://www.pcc.edu/resources/web/forms/email/?to=lisa.palm@pcc.edu


S P E A K  U P !

Please do not hesitate to speak up and 

ask questions as we go åit is more 

enjoyable when the training is 

conversational!
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B E F O R E  W E  G E T  
NP"MP/-Ò

What concerns do you have about 

tutoring? I want to make sure we hit 

every one of those today.
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1 .  
A D U LT  
L E A R N I N G
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L E A R N I N G ,  Y O U  A R E  S I M P LY  
T H E R E  T O  A S S I S T  T H E M .  
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P R I N C I P L E S  O F  
A D U LT  L E A R N I N G

1.  Adults are self-motivated and goal -oriented. 

2.  Adults are ready to apply what they have 
learned.

3. Adults bring their experiences to learning. 

4. Adults may have many barriers to learning. 
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H O W  I S  
L E A R N I N G  

D I F F E R E N T  
F O R  

A D U L T S  V S  
C H I L D R E N ?
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2 .
 
W H O  A R E  
Y O U R  
L E A R N E R S ?



14Your Average Learners



L E A R N E R  P O P U L A T I O N

ǒ Age range depends where you tutor.   

ǒ Typical tutees age range is 30 -50 (even up to 80 y.o.).

ǒ Social circumstances/childbirth/need to work, kept learners 

from finishing school.

ǒ Recovery and/or Re-entry

ǒ Non-native speakers/minimal access to school

ǒ Job seekers



L E A R N E R  M O T I V A T I O N



I N T E R N A L  V S  E X T E R N A L  
M O T I V A T I O N S

INTERNAL

Å Prove something to themselves

Å Demonstrate something to their children

EXTERNAL

Å Job $$$

Å Promotion

Å College



L E A R N E R  
D I S P O S I T I O N



T R A U M A



L E A R N E R  
P R O F I L E S



E S M E



A N G E L



M A R I A  &
S Y D N E Y



L E N
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C O M M O N  
G O A L S



-M7V/MíN 
L I C E N S E
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C N A  
( C E R T I F I E D  

N U R S I N G  
A S S I S T A N T )
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A S V A B
( A R M E D  

S E R V I C E S  
V O C A T I O N A L  

A P T I T U D E  
B A T T E R Y )
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C I T I Z E N S H I P  
E X A M
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G E D

30
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T I P S  F O R  
S U C C E S S F U L  
T U T O R I N G



G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  Y O U R  L E A R N E R



H O W  D O  W E  S TA R T ?

Learn practical details AND goals and preferences.


